A Protestant Fights for Justice
In November of 1997, a 22-year-old Protestant and member of the Royal Air Force by the name of Raymond McCord Jr. was brutally beaten to death in a quarry near Belfast by members of the Protestant Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) based in the Mount Vernon area of that city.  The leader of the gang who ordered the murder was a government agent and police informer and had been protected by a cover-up by the British government and the Northern Ireland police. Since that time, Raymond’s father; Raymond McCord, Sr., a Protestant himself has waged a battle to bring the killers to justice. 
Despite death threats and intimidation his fearless campaign led to a special investigation by the then Police Ombudsman, Nuala O’Loan. In a major 2007 report she confirmed that the leader of the Mount Vernon gang, Mark Haddock was a “protected species”, despite being implicated in 16 murders, 10 attempted murders, 23 paramilitary-style shootings and beatings, drug-dealing, extortion, arson and intimidation. The Ombudsman declared there was a “pattern of work by certain officers within Special Branch designed to ensure that he [Haddock] and his associates were protected from the law”.

Raymond’s quest for justice has been met with delays, obstruction and cover-up and he has now turned to America in his quest for help. Raymond McCord was recently sponsored for a two-week lobbying-visit to Capitol Hill in Washington DC, by Fr Sean McManus – AOH member and president of the Irish National Caucus. Fr McManus used his many years of dealing with the US Congress to arrange my meetings. He introduced Mr. McCord to key members of Congress and helped facilitate numerous meetings in DC.  McManus rigorously pledged that he would have no agenda other than helping Raymond raise awareness on Capitol Hill about his son Raymond’s murder in 1997 by the UVF with collusion by the state and police.
Raymond McCord Sr. was invited to speak at the commodore John Barry Division’s monthly meeting held on Capitol Hill.  To a packed and enamored audience he spoke for over an hour describing the tragic loss of his son at the hands of “my own [Protestant] people”.  The event was videotaped and the entire interview is available on the www.AOH.com website for viewing in streaming media.   

National President Seamus Boyle commented on McCord’s dilemma, "As an Irish-American Catholic organization, the AOH is proud to support Raymond Mc Cord in his fight for justice for his murdered son. The British Government must end its cover up and bring to justice its own agents who were responsible for the killing of Raymond Jr."
McCord had numerous successful meetings with members of Congress and with members of the including Representative and Irish Caucus Co-Chair Rich Neal of Massachusetts.  McCord was elated by his success, “I leave with a gladdened heart and uplifted spirits. I am humbled by the remarkable reception I received – by the outpouring of support for my continued struggle to get justice for my son, Raymond Jr., who was brutally murdered in 1997 near Belfast. My cause was embraced by Irish-Americans, Jewish-Americans, African-Americans, Italian-Americans – by people of all religions and by those whose religion I did not know or care to know”.

The Congressional show of support amazed McCord. “It was so strikingly different from that of many politicians at home, especially those who are supposed to support the Unionist people. And isn’t it ironic – if not sickening – that the only disappointment of my entire two-week trip was my visit to my own British Embassy. But that disappointment has only confirmed my belief that pressure from America is my only hope for justice for my son.”

 

Mr. Mc Cord concluded by saying: “For 12 years in Northern Ireland the ‘great and the good’ have kept stating about my campaign “it’s not the right time”. But as Martin Luther King Jr. said, ‘It’s always the right time to do the right thing’. I am hopeful the US Congress will do the right thing for my son – hold a Congressional Hearing on his murder, the State-collusion involved and the subsequent cover-up of the crime”.
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