IRISH-AMERICAN AFFAIRS
Transcript by Joe Lewis
Carney:  Welcome to the Hibernian Speaker Series, an in-depth look at Irish-America today. We are broadcasting from the FedNet studio on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC and I’m Keith Carney, the editor of the National Hibernian Digest. Today is our inaugural event and we’re honored to be joined by two important guests from the Irish-American community: Mr. Seamus Boyle, the president of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America, and his Excellency Michael Collins, the ambassador from Ireland to the United States. Gentlemen, welcome. 
Ambassador Collins: Thank you.

President Boyle: Thank you. 

Carney:  In our show today, we will be discussing relations between the United States and Ireland and how the AOH, the largest Irish Catholic organization in America, can work better with the Irish and United States government and private industry on important issues such as the economy, immigration, peace in the North of Ireland, and reconciliation. I’ll be asking our guests a number of questions and we hope to have a very interesting dialogue.

Mr. Ambassador, I guess before I begin, a question that has come from a number of the historians within the organization is: are you any relation to the Michael Collins?

Ambassador Collins: No. I have no relation. I have Cork antecedents, but I have no relation. My wife sometimes says that I should say just “yes,” it would make things an awful lot easier, but the truth is no. I will say I have a wonderful name. It has served me so very well. In a career like mine it is a great introduction for so many people and certainly in this country. But you should be aware also that another man in town who occupies an ambassadorial position from Europe and his name is de Valera. So in this town you have a Collins and a de Valera representing in my case Ireland and in de Valera’s case Portugal.
Carney:  Can you tell us why the Taoiseach has asked for a strategic review of the relations between the United States and Ireland?

Ambassador Collins: Yes, I can. He asked for this in July last, because we felt the time was right to undertake a strategic review of the relations with the United States. We’re looking to make those relations even better than they already are. We have a wonderful relationship with this country at all levels - at the level of community, at the level of successive administrations, at the level of the Congress. But just like any good business, like any good organization, we need to be in the business of renewal as well and seeing all the ways that we can make that relationship even better. So when I met him in New York in July, there mainly for addressing the economic forum, he asked me to undertake this. We do so in a context where we have, essentially we have peace in Ireland, we have economic development, we have a wonderful relationship with our community here, and he felt and I felt very strongly as well that now was an ideal time to see how we could give it an extra boost. So he’s asked me to do that. We do believe that there are new opportunities there. He’s asked me to report back to the government in Ireland by the end of the year, so I’m in the business of consulting with the AOH, consulting with all of the other organizations out there. We’ve already offered an opportunity for people to send us their views on what we’re about and I would certainly like to believe that what we would have at the end of the day is a new platform, an enriched platform, on which Ireland and the United States can move forward together in a far more dynamic way, if that’s possible, than we have at the moment. So we see opportunity and I’ll say it’s my privilege to undertake this to give our relationship a real boost.

Carney:  Now the U.S. is hinting that we’re close to an official recession. How is the economy in Ireland these days?  
Ambassador Collins: Well, we have been blessed with an economy in Ireland over the last 15 years which has been the envy of the world. We’ve done extraordinarily well - we’ve had great, fantastic growth levels. But in the more recent past, like many other countries in the world, we have obviously suffered a little bit of a setback. So the economy this year will not grow at the rate that it has been at previous years. I don’t know if we’ve officially put the word “recession” into circulation, but, you know, we will have growth rates that are by our standards extremely low. But we do believe that this is temporary and, like the United States, hopefully in the not too distant future we will rise from this kind of weakened position that we now find ourselves by virtue of the international financial environment and the country will begin to grow very vibrantly and dynamically again. We’re very, very confident that Ireland has a great future and we believe that the confidence that’s been engendered over the last 20 years in particular is the way of the future and that we have a generation in Ireland now which has experienced success and which will expect similar levels of success going forward. So we’re very confident, even if at the moment things are a little bit down, but we believe that’s very temporary. 

Carney:  Seamus, how do you see the AOH helping the Irish Government through a rough economy? We’re [the AOH] not an economic powerhouse but we can certainly bring some resources to bear. Any ideas on how the AOH can assist? 

President Boyle: Well I think one of the things that we need to continue is selling our country, selling our great area in Ireland where we have the tourists, although the economy is affecting us here also. We need to get out to our members about how great Ireland is. Even though we could be doing a lot more with our dollar if it went up a little bit. But besides that I think we need to keep going with the tourism, we need to get it out there and let people know, which will help the economy in Ireland. 
Carney:  Now that’s interesting about the Dollar versus the Euro. Obviously Ireland has been thriving under the EU, but we’re sort of curious here in the States as to what were the principal reasons behind Ireland’s “No” vote on the Lisbon Treaty for the new EU constitution?

Ambassador Collins: Well, that’s a good question because it’s a question from which at first there is no obvious answer, so we’ve had to do a bit of research in the mean time to try and establish what it was that caused our people to exercise a “No” vote on the referendum in June. And that research is suggesting a variety of reasons. Some of which is some confusion over the treaty itself, what it amounts to. It’s a very complex document, so when you offer a document to the people trying to explain a complex document can be a very difficult thing. So there are certainly misconceptions as well about what the treaty included or didn’t include, and other issues like the question of the maintenance of our commissioner in Brussels, which was an important issue for many people, and issues to do with neutrality and security. Many of them had nothing to do with the treaty as such, but some of them in the debate surrounding the referendum perhaps became a little bit confused, perhaps the message wasn’t got out clearly enough. But the essential point to convey is that Ireland’s commitment to the European Union is undiminished. I mean, obviously our people have taken this decision in relation to Lisbon and the government respects that decision and we have to see now where we’re going to go as a consequence of this and talk to our partners in Europe for whom this treaty is very important. And of course the Irish government wished to see this treaty passed, but the people have said no so we have to see where we’re going to take it from here. But our heart is in Europe, our future is in Europe, our economy is obviously interlinked with Europe. In current circumstances, it is extremely important for us to be members of the Euro Area, to be part of the European central bank, all of which I am sure will help bring on to people just how important Europe has been in the past to Ireland’s development that we have enjoyed, but also for Ireland’s future and our future is very much in the heart of Europe and our government has to work with our partners and work with our people to find how we bring matters forward from here.

Carney:  The AOH is a very big pro-life organization. Did the abortion language have any repercussions on that vote?  
Ambassador Collins: Well, you know, since we joined the European Union in 1972-73 we’ve had several referenda and various aspects of the European Union in that period and it’s always the case that a certain number of issues come out of the campaign, whether or not they’re anything to do with the treaty that’s being voted upon in the first instance. And, you know, for many people in Ireland the abortion issue is a very important issue. And obviously our government has a very strong position on that as well. The reality is of course that the Lisbon Treaty had nothing to do with abortion; it had nothing to do with the Lisbon Treaty whatsoever. But that didn’t obviously prevent people from raising it as a concern, but it has been one of these issues that tends to get introduced into debate regardless of whether it’s part of what we’re voting on at all. 

Carney:  Now, how do you envision the United States relationship with Ireland, North and South, over the next 20 years?

Ambassador Collins: Well, I think we enjoy a fantastic relationship with the United States, but it’s a relationship we shouldn’t take for granted. I mean, I think we work hard on it, but I do believe in part of why we’re doing the strategic review is my certain belief that we need to work even a little bit harder on it. We certainly, I would say, shouldn’t take anything for granted. We should work hard with out community, with the Irish-American community who are a fantastic resource for us. We should work harder to interconnect with the American administration and the American Congress. And of course we should work even harder still to work with American business to see where we can obviously attract more inward investment to Ireland, but also, a point worth bearing in mind, you have to stimulate general exchanges, economic exchanges, between Ireland and the United States because the reality now is that there’s as much investment coming this way in terms of job creation almost as there is going to Ireland. A little known fact is now, that Irish companies in the United States generate something in the realm of 80,000 jobs in this country. So the relationship is much more now, we become much more in the future a two way process. A partnership, a two way relationship, and that’s good and that’s healthy. 

Carney:  Seamus, with immigration from Ireland falling to a trickle over the years of the Celtic Tiger, what do you see as the AOH doing to maintain the proper immigration ties with the immigrant community within the United States?    
President Boyle: I think the community itself needs to be educated as to the work ethic of the Irish people. And the people who are coming here have proved over the years how great workers they are. And as I have said before on many occasions, I think the Irish people coming here, the immigrants coming here now, are very well educated number one. They speak the English language, which probably helps an awful lot with other nationalities. I think what we need to do also is let our businesses, especially our Irish businesses, here know exactly what it is and work with the immigration outreach programs to make sure that these immigrants that are coming are well taken care of and supplied with leads for jobs, and the AOH can play a very important part in that. 
Carney:  With the AOH playing a role in the crisis of the undocumented, this has been certainly a tricky issue with the immigration being on the forefront within the United States, the Irish are a unique group within the immigration issue. But how are we helping the undocumented within the AOH?

President Boyle: I think the AOH itself by the members, our members the AOH members, are very well versed in what is going on with the undocumented. We follow it very closely. We let our members know what’s going on.  We have our members contact our politicians. Try and have legislation changed, try and have new legislation brought up to pass so that there can be some kind of a permanent remedy to the undocumented where they eventually will be able to become permanent residents.

Carney:  Mr. Ambassador, what is the status of the negotiations between the U.S. and Ireland in trying to resolve this issue? Can you update us on anything?

Ambassador Collins: I certainly can, and just like Seamus says, for us this is an issue of high priority. The unresolved issue of the undocumented is something that we are determined to work and continue to work very hard on. We have an unresolved issue there. We were very hopeful like most people in our community that the issue would have been addressed by the comprehensive reform of immigration which was envisaged last year but which ultimately failed last July. That would have been a wonderful outcome, a very positive outcome from our point of view and would have addressed many of the concerns that we would have with the undocumented. So, it’s now an unresolved issue. We don’t know when comprehensive reform is going to come back onto the agenda on the Hill again, but obviously you’re looking at a new Congress in any event because that’s the reality at the moment. We would certainly hope that it will come around just as soon as possible, but there’s no indication yet when that might be. But in the meantime, we have to and we will be seeking to make bilateral efforts between Ireland and the United States to see if we can address the issue on a bilateral basis. Obviously, if comprehensive [reform] rolls around that’s good, but in the meantime we cannot wait. So we’re in contact with our friends on the Hill to see if we can drive forward with the agenda on immigration on two aspects: One in relation to the undocumented obviously, but secondly to generate new flows between Ireland and the United States. We would very much like to see the reestablishment of the human bridge, a reasonable human bridge as you might call it between Ireland and the United States to see if we can get flows going in both directions. And I said going back to the very first point I made, we need to see reciprocation of these things. So the Irish government as we are and as we will be looking for something in the region of ten and a half thousand annual visas, two year renewable visas from the United States for Irish people coming here. We’re prepared to offer the same in return, and that’s very important when you go on to the Hill and meet the colleagues there and meet the politicians there to say Ireland is at a stage in our growth and development where we can reciprocate. And that gives us an extra strength and an extra capacity we hope to deliver an outcome which will see flows going in both directions and will help us develop and add new dimensions to the human bridge to the United States, which is such an important part of the relationship between our two countries historically, but which in the recent past has been allowed to wither somewhat. We need to find reasonable ways of re-maintaining that or maintaining that and getting flows going in both directions.
Carney:  There was just an announcement a couple of weeks ago in regards to a new Visa program. Can you talk about that?

Ambassador Collins: Yes I can. That’s something we’re very proud of and that’s something that is one leg of a three-legged stool. The three elements are the undocumented obviously, the two year renewable visas, and then this third dimension which did not require legislation. We just negotiated with the State Department, which will our younger people to come and live and work here for a year and that gives them the right to be here, to live and work without having to have a job in advance. Now again, the good news for Americans, because obviously again just to go back to the point, we’re offering in return the capacity and the opportunity for Americans in post secondary education, although within a year of having graduated education in that third level, to travel to Ireland. There are opportunities for up to 5,000 Americans to do that, to come to Ireland, and 20,000 Irish to come here. So that doesn’t solve the problem of the undocumented. It doesn’t solve the problem of the greater flows that we need to see moving in both directions, but it is a step and it is a welcome step. But it is also clear that we want to see more Americans in Ireland as part of our wider mix, our wider new community. We have three to 400,000 new people living and working in our country from all over the world, but principally from parts of former Eastern Europe. It’s right that we should want Americans as part of that mix as well. We have and have had the capacity to accommodate people, and we would certainly like to see more of our American kith and kin as part of that mix too.

Carney:  Now Seamus, you’re traveling to Ireland I believe next week.

President Boyle: Monday, yeah.

Carney:  What do you see as the role for the AOH in supporting tourism in Ireland?

President Boyle: Well again we get back to the same thing. We need to advertise. We need to get it out there. Again, as I say, sell our country, sell our beauty, sell what Ireland is. A lot of our people that go there, I’m going to go out on a limb and say probably about 95% of the people that go to Ireland will make a return trip. They fall in love with it, most people do. It’s an easy selling point to us to sell it to anybody really. I’ve brought groups over there in the past and I hope to do so in the future; friends of mine, especially in the AOH. I think what we need to do is continue to let people know what Ireland is all about, and especially now that we have peace in the north of Ireland, but also let them know that the north of Ireland is part of the island and a beautiful part of the island. And a lot of people in the past because of the past 30 years have not gone there, have not seen it, and that needs to be done also. But I think since Keith now is our national editor, that’s one way that we can all keep it going. Put it in the paper and the website and different ways that we can get it out there to help the tourists go to Ireland and to the north of Ireland. 

Carney:  Looks like I’ll have to take a few more trips to Ireland to make sure that I’m brushed up on what the good things are happening over there. Well Ambassador Collins, how can we work as the AOH with the Irish tourist board to make that happen?

Ambassador Collins: Well first of all can I just say to Seamus and to all the good people of the AOH that we really appreciate their support, their ongoing support not just in the area of tourism but across the board. Over many generations indeed the AOH is an organization, which is more than 170 years old, has a fantastic history and remains a force throughout the United States. I’ve traveled many places in the United States and I know my colleagues have as well, and wherever we go we meet the AOH, we see the AOH. They’re active, they’re on the ground. So I think first of all the support of the peace process, the continuing support for reconciliation in Ireland is extremely important. We have a wonderful historic agreement in place. There will always be ups and downs and bumps in the road and there’s always the need for helping to heal the society, the society in Northern Ireland in particular which has been so grievously wounded by the whole of the troubles. So the ongoing work of reconciliation is very, very important and your support there is essential. In the area of tourism, obviously as Seamus said, it is something that obviously we welcome our American tourists to Ireland. Sometimes it can be a bit expensive depending on the rate of exchange, but we think worth it and it’s a good option. But well across the spectrum and in the area of culture as well, the cultural dimension to our relationship in the area of dance or music or any of these areas which are an essential part of our relationship and an essential part of what we are. Anything that can be done to stimulate, to promote, and to bring these wonderful resources to people’s attention is to the better of Ireland and also to the relationship in general. 

Carney:  I’d like to switch gears a little bit and talk about the peace process. Is the encouragement and the support of the United States still required now that the Good Friday Agreement is under way? What else can we do?

Ambassador Collins: Well, I mean first of all it’s important for us to acknowledge how important that support was. I lived here in the 1990s when at that time President Clinton was in office and he was about to appoint a Special Envoy, George Mitchell as it turned out to be, and we embarked on the whole process in which the United States was intimately involved. And I can tell you that it then made a big difference and it continues to make a big difference. People listen to what people here say. They listen to what our community at large is saying. They listen to what the Administration is saying, successful Administration. They listen to what people say on the Hill. The United States has played a noble role in all of this, and we believe that while we have made enormous progress it is important, the words of encouragement in the areas where there is a little bit of resolved business yet to be completed, it’s important for that encouragement to continue. So it’s gratifying that both candidates in the election, the upcoming election, have committed for example to a special envoy for Northern Ireland. That is important. 

Sometimes, people can underestimate what the worth is of the United States in terms of driving the process forward, but to us it has been essential and we believe it continues to play a very important role. So whether it’s Paula Dobriansky, her predecessors are George Mitchell or Richard Haass or Mitchell Reiss. They have all, will be forever remembered as people who represented the United States in Ireland on our issue. And indeed, Paula Dobriansky, the current envoy, was in Ireland only as recently as last Tuesday, meeting with the parties and meeting with the governments. Trying to bring a final resolution to the, at this stage, relatively few issues that need to be finalized and that is support which continues to be important. 

Carney:  Now Seamus, you were able to meet with Senator McCain to discuss his position on Ireland and I believe you’ve gotten a response in writing from Senator Obama. What’s your feeling on their support of the peace process?

President Boyle: I think both candidates are committed. They’re committed to, as the ambassador has just said, they’re both committed to work through an envoy. They both very adamantly stressed that point. The other thing is that both candidates… by the way both candidates received a questionnaire from the AOH on issues in the north of Ireland, and some of those were on collusion between the police force, the army - the British army, and the loyalist death squads. They were very, very interested in that, and the AOH in particular has been in the fore front of that and they want a lot of these questions answered. It would be a closure for an awful lot of people in Ireland and in this country if things like the Finucane Case were brought out in the open. The collusion, the death squads, the bombings in Dublin and Monahan. There’s an awful lot of other things that even though we have peace over there now we still need to have the answers to these questions: What happened? Why was it done? Just come clean. I don’t think you can really ever have a real, 100 percent, true peace in Ireland until these questions are answered. 

Carney:  And I’ll turn that to you Mr. Ambassador. What’s the support of the Irish government in regards to the true independent inquiry on the Pat Finucane murder?

Ambassador Collins: It’s 100 percent. I had the privilege before I came here of working for six years with then Taoiseach Bertie Ahern on the peace process in Northern Ireland. It was a day in and day out challenge, a day in day out privilege to work with him and to work with the parties, to work with most of the British government. Unfortunately, one of the unresolved issues was the issue of Pat Finucane, but it was an issue on which the Irish government never waivered. We supported the initial investigation by a Canadian judge, Judge Peter Cory, in looking at cases like Pat Finucane’s. We committed to carry forward with whatever recommendation he made, and in the case of Pat Finucane he recommended a full, independent judicial inquiry. That was the outcome. That was an outcome that we supported. That’s was an outcome that obviously we worked very hard with Geraldine Finucane, his widow, to have delivered. We have not succeeded, but our commitment is undiminished. It’s an unresolved issue. His is one of course of several other cases where we have loved ones who are aggrieved, closure has not been possible, and where answers have not been forthcoming. But the case of Pat Finucane was one that involved very specific commitment by the British government at that time in 2001. That they would go this route, unfortunately when it came to deliver on it, the delivery was not achieved. So it remains something on which the Irish government will continue to have to work in close partnership and support with our friends on the Hill and our community in general here who all recognize that there’s an issue there that needs to be addressed and there are answers that need to be given to the community at large, but most particularly to Geraldine Finucane and her family. 

Carney:  And how can the AOH assist?

President Boyle: I’d just like to say something there. In Obama’s reply, which was a written reply to all the questions that we had sent him, Mr. Cory, Judge Cory’s name came up in his reply where he stated that the recommendations of that judge, that Canadian judge, should be followed and that he would follow up on it. 

Ambassador Collins: Yes, and indeed if I may just say that this was an issue we all saw when the Taoiseach was here, Bertie Ahern was here I think it was two years ago or 18 months ago in the White House. We did raise President Bush as well. This is an issue we feel very strongly about. We did raise it with President Bush at that time and we know he subsequently raised the matter with then Prime Minister Tony Blair. So we have brought it to the very highest levels and we have a commitment. I wish the story was a better one in terms of achieving what we set out to achieve, but our commitment to try and make progress is undiminished even if success has not been forthcoming so far.

Carney:  Well, could we talk a little bit about the current issue of policing in Northern Ireland? Seamus, the AOH has a number of concerns with what’s going on there.

President Boyle: Yeah, I think again, as the ambassador said earlier, that there are going to be bumps in the road and this is definitely one of them. It’s probably a pretty big bump at the moment, but that was to be expected. Nobody ever achieved peace without a few bumps in the road no matter where it was. And I think that the policing is going to be resolved eventually. And it’s like it’s supposed to be done, but everybody’s holding on. They’re holding back, they know it’s eventually going to have to be done but they want to hold on as long as they can with what they have. It’s a big change for the police force over there now. It’s a very, very big change and some changes have taken place, but there are still the implementation of the policing as it was set out is still not done. And we have been putting pressure on politicians here and we have written letters. We’ve done a lot and we expect to do a lot more to make sure that everything that was in the Good Friday Agreement will be implemented eventually. 

Carney:  And what’s the Irish government’s position on policing in Northern Ireland? Is there an official position?

Ambassador Collins: Well, absolutely. We certainly support the devolution, what we call the devolution, or the return of policing powers, the political responsibility for policing and justice back to Northern Ireland. There is, we believe at this stage, no reason why the new government in Northern Ireland cannot have responsibility for that issue as well. It has turned out to be one of these contentious issues that you know has frustrated over the last number of months meetings of the executive because it remains an unresolved issue. We were hopeful that progress would be made by May of this year. Again, that was not forthcoming and so we are going to have to continue to encourage the parties, as the United States government has done as well. But encourage the parties and work with the parties to try and see if we can work this issue to conclusion. I will say it is really the last piece in the jigsaw; an important piece, but in the context of everything else that’s been achieved there’s every reason to believe that this should be achievable as well. We’re asking them to take power unto themselves, basically on a very sensitive issue. But the big decisions is relation to policing, in relation to community support for policing, in relation to the willingness of political parties to support policing, and by that I mean primarily Sinn Féin - that’s all been addressed and that’s been overcome, and Sinn Féin does now support policing and that was a very important step. What we need now is to bring political responsibility to this area back to Northern Ireland, the British governments want to do it. The Irish government wants them to do it. What we need if for the parties in Northern Ireland, at least those who are resisting taking responsibility, we need them to do so. We need for that to happen as quickly as possible. At the moment it has generated somewhat of a road block and we need that to be unblocked as quickly as possible. So, again we welcome the support and encouragement from this country, and if I may say so also the administration has been really, really active and has been very active in encouraging this final step to be taken; because it is a step which generates again, regenerates a whole new level of confidence and support for inward investors into Northern Ireland from the United States. The message that comes from having completed this final step is a very strong and a very powerful one which we believe will serve very well the interest of Northern Ireland moving forward. 

Carney:  Now what are the lessons the rest of the world can learn from the successful peace process in Ireland?

Ambassador Collins: You know Keith, this is a question that everybody asks us and we’re very proud of what we achieved and what we have achieved in Ireland and Northern Ireland. It took a long time to do it and we’re very thankful that our friends in the United States stuck with us through what was a very long and at times very difficult process. We would never be in the business of suggesting that what happened in Northern Ireland, the situation in Northern Ireland, is exactly parallel or exactly the same as other areas of conflict in the world. But we do believe that there are lessons to be learned and that the Irish government is certainly now has developed as a matter of priority a role in relation to conflict resolution elsewhere. We believe and we’re anxious to share the lessons we have learned, so there’s plenty of things that are going well. There are some things that have been done less than well. We’re anxious to share both of them. In areas of the world which may benefit from this, I know we’re not in the business of preaching to other people because every case is different, but there are nonetheless lessons and we believe we can share those to good effect. 

Carney:  Seamus, I’d like to change gears a little bit and talk about reconciliation in Ireland. Can you talk a little bit about how the AOH in America is supporting the cross community projects in the six counties of the north? 

President Boyle: I guess it probably started with the building of the Jeanie Johnston where there was a lot of training going on with the Irish government when they built that ship. The AOH was very involved in the building of the Jeanie Johnston and the cross community in the north of Ireland had Protestant and Catholic youth working on that project side by side. At the beginning it was very awkward for both sides. That’s why they only had two Protestant and two Catholic, and I think that the way that that was set up it was set up between John Hume and I’m trying to think who, Irving. John Irving.

Ambassador Collins: David Ervine.
President Boyle: David Ervine. And it was set up between those two politicians in the north. And I think the reason that they did it was to help, I guess they wouldn’t feel lonely and they wouldn’t have to talk with the other side as you might put it. But they were only up there for about a week. They were friends. They actually, as one of the young fellas from Belfast said, there was a Protestant boy from Belfast and there was a Catholic from Derry, and the Protestant kid kidding around one day said to him “you’re the first one that I ever talked to,” he said, “and I’m really glad to know that you don’t have horns.” So it was a little stretch of the imagination, but things like that are really what got us started in the process because most everybody actually that went over to work on that ship from here were all Hibernians. From that, one of our members moved back to County Tyrone and he now runs a basketball camp in Omagh where he has seven basketball teams, all kids and they’re from both sides. Now the AOH would not get involved in, we bought all the jerseys, we bought all the basketballs, the hoops, everything, I mean we did everything, but we did not put our name to it for a simple reason that if we did the Loyalist kids wouldn’t go. And if it had to be on the other side the Catholic kids wouldn’t have went. But he has both playing together sports. We also talked about doing something with the trade unions, maybe doing a cross border or like a pilot program I guess for different trades and different professions where you could train them to do different jobs and have the cross community work on that also. But there’s an awful lot of ways in which we can get involved and that’s one of things we’re working on right now is through the trade unions. We haven’t been successful yet, but we’re not going to give up.

Carney:  And Mr. Ambassador, how can the Irish government support us in efforts like this? 

Ambassador Collins: Well, I mean I think the key point is the work of reconciliation needs to continue. Part of the great success that we have had, and we have enjoyed in more recent years great success, in building the peace and bringing about peace and putting in shape in place political structures that will allow that peace to function. But the work of reconciliation, the work at community level is still very necessary and if there’s one message we need to convey this country is to continue with the work of reconciliation, continuing working with the community groups, and continuing to bring the kids over, continuing to offer exchanges. All of those things, you know we have a lot of healing to do. We have a lot of bridges to be built between the community, and the United States, whether through the AOH or other organizations here, they offer a perfect vehicle for allowing the healing process to continue. And you know the healing is something that, the necessity for healing to continue shouldn’t be underestimated. The rules in Northern Ireland were deep and there were many, and while we have the political structures in place we must be building a community which will begin to share, begin to be at ease with one another, and we must absolutely be certain that we never allow, have visited a Northern Ireland in the future, what happened over the 30 or 40 years from 1969. So the work of reconciliation is absolutely essential and what the United States and our friends do to support that remains critical for us.

President Boyle: I think one of the other things that I didn’t mention and should be mentioned is the AOH was involved also with Father Troy. And Michael just brought a point up which brought it to my mind was the British government wanted to build a wall between the two areas in Ardoyne, the section of Belfast where Father Troy was. And they approached him about putting the wall up and he said no. He said we don’t want a wall here, he said. “I’m in the business of building bridges, not walls.” And I thought that was a great statement by him. His idea was to build a community center with doors on each side, for people to come in from both sides into the community center and intermingle. His dream was never reached, he was transferred recently to Paris, but I don’t think it’s going to die there because the guy that was the priest that was with him in Holy Cross [parish] has taken over. And I expect to see him next week and I’ll be able to report a little more on it, but I think he’s going to continue what Father Troy had started; at least I hope he does because he did a tremendous job.

Carney:  Now the question that we all dream of is a united Ireland, one country. Do you see that in our lifetime? 
Ambassador Collins: Well, I mean I think you know the ambition of a united Ireland is one shared by so many people in Ireland and in the United States and in the wider world. It’s a very valid aspiration for everybody to have, and the good thing about the Good Friday Agreement is that it excludes no possibilities. That’s why it’s so, if we can achieve a united Ireland by peaceful means, the Good Friday Agreement accommodates that. In the meantime, what the agreement allows us to do is manage obviously a very different political environment and to do that in a way which involves partnership, sharing of power, and obviously opportunities for everybody. You know for Irish people, the aspiration to unite Ireland is a very deep one, but the good thing about the Good Friday Agreement is that it does not exclude that possibility. And if we can persuade and demonstrate how much better we are working together, and by the way that’s something that’s more happening to an increasing extent, the extent to which the island of Ireland is functioning; whether as economic unit or whether it’s presenting itself from the tourist point of view, so all of these issues are being worked on. But as of now obviously the primary focus that we have and must have is making this agreement work and demonstrating the fact that we can have a partnership, we can have an agreement in Northern Ireland where people share power. An Ireland partnership where that administration knows that Ireland can work with us in Dublin and share in areas of common interest where we can all, between Britain and Ireland and in Northern Ireland work in common for the benefit of our citizens. And that’s the goal. We have the opportunity to do that and the great genius of the Good Friday Agreement is that is doesn’t exclude any possibilities. What it does mean is that in the pursuit of those possibilities we must do it by peaceful means and by democratic means and that obviously is the way of Ireland, the way to go in Ireland the future and the way we are seeking to develop our island, north and south.

President Boyle: Well that’s part of our preamble in our constitution of the AOH is to attain peace in Ireland by all legitimate means, all peaceful means.

Ambassador Collins: I should just say, Keith, that if I may that it was again a privilege for me and for Ireland to have our Taoiseach welcomed to the Congress of the United States on the 13th of April as he was to address a joint meeting of the Senate and the House. That the nine minute speech that got the biggest response was when he was able to stand up and say he was proud to be the first Irish man who could stand before the Congress of the United States and say that Ireland was at peace. And in so doing he obviously extended his appreciation to the members of Congress and both sides of the aisle. We have wonderful friends, both Republican and Democrat, many of whom have shared Irish antecedents, but all of whom have been tremendously supportive of what we’ve been doing, in good times and in not so good times. It’s been a difficult process, but we’re out the other end of that and we believe the future for Ireland, north and south, and the future for relations between our two countries has never been brighter. 

Carney:  Well we appreciate you coming. Please know that the AOH is certainly the best friend we think that Ireland can have. We’re certainly at the ready for any of your needs. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank President Boyle and Ambassador Collins for joining us. 

A special thanks to the Irish Embassy staff for assisting today, and thank you to our studio audience. Our series will continue with exciting and important guest from Ireland and the Irish-American community. 

Please look for us on the AOH.com website, and in friendship, unity, and Christian charity, I’m Keith Carney. Thank you. 
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