The Honorable Eric Holder
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

Washington, DC 20530

RE:
Good Friday Agreement/UK Subpoena of Boston College Oral Histories
Dear Attorney General Holder,

As the National Board of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America we are writing to discuss with you a matter in which we feel you have a proprietary interest. The efforts of  George Mitchell and President Clinton were crucial in bringing about the 1998 Good Friday Agreement in Belfast and in taking steps toward a peaceful political settlement in Northern Ireland that many thought impossible even a few short years before 1998. You may have little need for background information on the delicate condition of the Peace Process in Northern Ireland and the unique government that exists in the Six Counties, led by two parties working together that would normally be in opposition.
The A.O.H. along with the Brehon Law Society and the Irish American Unity Conference have great concern about the United States Department of Justice being called by the Justice Department of the Northern Ireland under MP David Ford, using the European MLAT, to subpoena Oral Histories sequestered at the Burns Library at Boston College. These oral histories consist of the recall, not under oath or requiring any supporting evidence, of dissident Irish Republicans, who disagreed with the terms of the GFA, involving their role in the conflict known as “The Troubles”. In addition the BC Irish Studies Program and the Burns Library along with interviewers McIntyre and Maloney promised the subjects that these chronicles would not be revealed until their demise. Thus the oral recalls, though we are not lawyers, would seem to have no evidentiary value in a court of law and only be their point of view.
It is the position of the 175 year old Ancient Order of Hibernians in America that these oral recalls should not be released before their promised “sell by date”. Certainly any subpoena of a non evidentiary historical study, sequestered within a university library in the United States of America, concerning an almost 40 year old murder, on a distant island, during a civil war, that no prosecutor had ever taken an interest in before, would raise eyebrows when a political party is being targeted by a former protagonist government in that civil war as a political adversary. Certainly the laws of the United States would prevent such an overt biased fishing expedition against a library archive and thus negate the MLAT using Article 3, Section 1 of the MLAT provides the legal reason to reject the request from the United Kingdom out of hand.
The A.O.H. views of the potential destabilization of the Good Friday Agreement and the Northern Ireland Assembly are not as dire as some, but certainly the prospect of violence and even murder against some of those who testified, by former colleagues, is real. Even if there is only the slightest possible potential to destabilize the process why would the British Security forces wish to take that chance with evidence that is useless in court unless that was their objective and they were attempting to interfere in the politics of that portion of the island of Ireland which is indeed their final colony.
Certainly the McConville family’s angst over the admitted murder of their mother by the IRA in 1972 is certainly understandable and terrible but even though they may hope there may be,  there is no real evidence in the Burn’s Library at Boston College. The family is being led down a false path by the self same security forces that assisted in the murder of so many other civilians in those horrible lawless years. 

The record of the British Security forces in the North of Ireland is certainly nothing for any democracy to be proud of, as the Tuesday apology by David Cameron for their role in the 1989 murder in front of his family of Human Rights Lawyer Pat Finucane will attest. The same Security forces seeking information on a single murder in 1972, that the IRA has admitted that they carried out, stands in sharp contrast to those murders of which the British Security Forces stand accused and have refused to open their records. 
The 1974 Dublin Monaghan Bombings were an unprovoked act of war against the Irish Republic and every shred of evidence leads to London’s door. The 1971 Ballymurphy Massacre and McGurk’s Bar bombing again have the fingerprints of British Security Force Collusion all over them and demonstrate the height of hypocrisy. In June 2010 the British Army finally admitted their responsibility for the murders on Bloody Sunday in 1972 and made a full disclosure after 40 years of lies and false inquiries. Certainly all of these murders, many committed by the men who were supposedly defending the citizens of these counties, let us know that these were essentially lawless times in Northern Ireland (sic).
Certainly Attorney General Holder you would be only to aware of how political trickery and perfidy can be used to at the very least slow and unbalance the wheels of progress in a place like the North of Ireland.
We, the A.O.H. in America, would ask that you use your office to make yourself aware of our concerns about the source and motivation behind the subpoena request from the United Kingdom. The self same British Government that wrote a letter to the United States Senate during the hearings for the US/UK Extradition Treaty in 2006, stating they had no interest in prosecuting the political crimes committed prior to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, now have a need for an non evidentiary oral chronicle in a library in Boston to “prosecute” a single murder which has been admitted to by the IRA.
Please use Article 3, Section 1 of the MLAT to refuse the subpoenas from the British Security Forces.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Seamus Boyle

National President 

AOH in America

